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KRISTALLNACHT
NOVEMBER 9-10, 1938

This image captures the burning of the Rostock Synagogue in
Germany during Kristallnacht, “The Night of Broken Glass.”
This anti-Jewish violence resulted in the destruction of
Jewish homes, Jewish-owned businesses and synagogues as
well as the murder of Jews throughout Germany and Austria.
The aggression was conducted by the Gestapo with the support
of local police and citizens.

What do you see in this image?
What do you not see that you might expect to see? 
(e.g. fire trucks, police officers)

KOVNO GHETTO
1941  

An adult and a child read a sign in Yiddish propped up against a
wall in the ghetto.  Ghettos were infamous for their overcrowding,

starvation and harsh labor. After the outbreak of the war across
eastern Europe, many Jews were forced to live in sealed off areas,

surrounded by barbed wire or walls, and held under duress. 
Both the adult and the child wear stars sewn on the front and

back of their jackets as required by law.

The sign reads:  “Jews! Donate old winter clothing and footwear
that you don't need to the poor and naked. Give generously.”

Who do you think made this sign?
Who do you think the two people are in the image?

Use the images on pages 2 and 3 with students and reference these descriptions and prompts
for follow-up discussion.
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ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY AND CONCEPTSRESOURCE A

DIRECTIONS: 
Match the terms 1-13 to the definitions A-M listed below. Place the number of the term in the blank next to the
definition you think matches the term.

A. ___________A fair and objective attitude toward those whose opinions and practices 
differ from one's own; the commitment to respect human dignity.

B. ___________Hostility towards Jews as an ethnic or religious group, often accompanied by
social, economic and political discrimination.

C. ___________Action based on prejudice or racist beliefs that results in unfair treatment of 
individuals or groups; unjust conditions in areas such as employment, hous-
ing and education.

D. ___________Personal and property rights guaranteed by the Constitution and by law. 

E. ___________An historical event that took place in Europe between 1933 and 1945, where
six million Jews were systematically and brutally murdered by the Nazis and
their collaborators. 

F. ___________The deliberate spreading of ideas or information, true or untrue, with the
purpose of manipulating public opinion to gain support for one’s cause or 
to discourage support for another.

G. ___________Personal and social accountability reflected in choices and actions that 
promote social justice.

H. ___________A preconceived attitude, opinion or feeling, usually negative, formed 
without adequate knowledge, thought or reason.

I. ___________Violence, property damage or threat that is motivated in whole or in part 
by an offender’s bias against the target’s real or perceived ‘race,’ religion,
ethnicity, nationality, gender, disability or sexual orientation.

J. ___________The deliberate and systematic attempted annihilation of a national, racial, 
ethnic or religious group of people. 

K. ___________A set of beliefs based on perceived ‘racial’ superiority and inferiority; a system
of domination that is played out in everyday interactions, and the unequal 
distribution of privilege, resources and power.

L. ___________An individual or group unfairly blamed for problems not of their making.

M.___________A simplistic, firmly held belief, often negative, about individual 
characteristics generalized to all people within that group.

01. ANTISEMITISM

02. CIVIL RIGHTS

03. DISCRIMINATION

04. GENOCIDE

05. HATE CRIME

06. THE HOLOCAUST

07. PREJUDICE

08. PROPAGANDA

09. RACISM

10. RESPONSIBILITY

11. STEREOTYPE

12. SCAPEGOAT

13. TOLERANCE
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DIRECTIONS: 
Read the scenarios listed under SCENARIOS. Select words from the VOCABULARY WORDS section and write your
choices in the STUDENT SELECTION column. You are being asked to choose one or more vocabulary words that
describe what is going on in the scenario. You may use a word more than once.

VOCABULARY 
WORDS

- PREJUDICE

- RACISM

- GENOCIDE

- STEREOTYPE

- DISCRIMINATION

SCENARIOS STUDENT SELECTIONS

People blame innocent Arab Americans
for terrorist attacks. ____________________________

A school puts all Latino students
into agriculture classes. ____________________________

Nazis try to kill all Jews. ____________________________

A job is given to white people only. ____________________________

A male boss never gives women
important work. ____________________________

An auto insurance company charges
Asians higher premiums. ____________________________

Thousands of Native Americans are 
forced off their land. ____________________________
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A.  13

B.  01

C.  03

D.  02

E.  06

F.  08

G. 10

H.  07

I.  05

J.  04

K.  09

L. 12

M. 11

This activity has a number of appropriate responses.  The varied student selections offer an 
opportunity to discuss the meaning of vocabulary words in the context of real-world examples.  

Possible correct vocabulary words for the different scenarios are:

People blame innocent Arab Americans for terrorist attacks. Prejudice, Discrimination, Stereotype

A school puts all Latino students in Agriculture classes. Stereotype, Racism, Discrimination

Nazis try to kill all Jews. Genocide

A job is given to white people only. Racism, Discrimination

A male boss never gives women important work. Discrimination

An auto insurance company charges Asians higher premiums. Racism, Discrimination, Stereotype

Thousands of Native Americans are forced off their land. Discrimination, Racism
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DEVELOPING MEDIA LITERACY
(See Resource A)

OBJECTIVES:   
• Students identify and analyze how words, figurative language, images and characterization can 

be used to convey particular ideas, attitudes or opinions. 
(California Content Standards for English-Language Arts, Grades 9-10, 11-12, Reading Standard 3.0)

• Students determine the adequacy or appropriateness of an author’s evidence for his/her conclusions 
and make reasonable assertions about texts through accurate, supportive citations.  
(California Content Standards for English-Language Arts, Grades 7-12, Reading Standard 2.0)

• Students note instances of bias, stereotyping and unsupported inferences, fallacious reasoning, 
persuasion and propaganda in pictures, text and historical interpretations. 
(California Content Standards for History-Social Science, Grades 9-12, Analysis Skills)

• Students take, defend and evaluate a position on the influence of the media on people’s lives.
(California Content Standards for History-Social Science, Grade 12, Standard 12.8)

ACTIVITY:  
Students compare two web sites and complete the attached evaluation form.  Students review the web
sites to analyze the purpose and point of view of the content and the authority of the author(s).  
The teacher provides printouts of one of the following pairs of web sites:

http://www.thekingcenter.com “The official web site of The King Center in Atlanta, Georgia”
Informational and educational web site offering a review of the life and 
work of Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., including speeches and papers, 
biographical timeline and his philosophy and methods of nonviolence.

AND
http://mlking.org “Martin Luther King, Jr. Online: An Historical Examination”

Content rich web site offering revisionist history perspective on the life
and work of Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

OR

http://motlc.wiesenthal.net “Museum of Tolerance Multimedia Learning Center”
A comprehensive resource on the Holocaust and World War II, 
with over 3,000 text files, and tens of thousands of photos.

AND
http://www.ihr.org “The Institute for Historical Review” 

A web site offering a revisionist perspective on history including the
Holocaust and World War II.

SUBJECT ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS
HISTORY/SOCIAL SCIENCES

GRADE LEVEL 7-12
TYPE PRE-VISIT

PRIMARY THEME THE POWER OF WORDS AND IMAGES

TITLE DEVELOPING MEDIA LITERACY

LESSONS AND ACTIVITIES
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DEVELOPING MEDIA LITERACY

Students work individually or in groups, using the attached Web Site Evaluation Form to:

1) Provide descriptive summaries of each web site.

2) Analyze each web site for message effectiveness and accuracy.  

PRODUCT/APPLICATION:

Student discussion, summaries and analyses.  Students might also compare and critique the analyses of other student groups.  

EXTENSION:

Building on the first part of this lesson and other related activities, students respond to questions in small groups or as a
class, in short or long answers.

Questions for discussion might include:

• To what extent should schools control use of the Internet?  What would be the benefits and/or costs if schools exerted more
control of content and access?

• How can schools and other organizations safeguard student exposure to questionable content and still protect First and
Fourth Amendment rights?

• What kind of content should be allowed to be available on the Internet?  What content should be restricted?  
Who should restrict or prohibit specific content from being accessed on the Internet?  The government?  School officials?
Parents?  Others?

Students work individually or in groups to take and defend a stand related to one of the above related issues or others that
might have arisen during the discussion.  Students may prepare presentations or drafts of compositions for this assignment.
Either application should include well developed, logical, supporting ideas.  Compositions can be scored using the 
appropriate grade level rubric found on the Museum of Tolerance Teachers’ Guide web site. 
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